
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon, “Unveiling Hope,” is number 51 in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:   
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship    
 

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. for 
all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 
or send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the “connect” page 
for an updated calendar of events!

Monday:
    7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Wednesday:
     7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

Missions Field: Back-to-School at Bowie Elementary
   The students at Bowie Elementary (our neighborhood school)  
soon will begin the first day of the 2015-2016 school year in a brand 
new building! We at Aldersgate have been invited to show God’s love 
to the teachers, staff, students, and families in the following ways 
during this exciting time:
•   Monday, August 10 @ 8:30 a.m.: A handful of volunteers are        
     needed to organize the Resource Room at Bowie. (The Resource   
     Room is where extra school supplies, food, clothing, back packs,   
     shoes, etc. are kept for the teachers and students.)

 •   Thursday, August 13 @ 8:00 a.m.: Several volunteers are needed to greet and serve the teachers 
      and staff at their annual Back-to-School Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall of Aldersgate UMC.
 •   Thursday, August 20 @ 5:30 p.m.: As many volunteers as possible are needed to set up and serve
      a free meal during the annual Meet-the-Teacher event at Bowie.
 •  Thursday, August 20 @ 7:15 p.m.: After Meet-the-Teacher, all are welcome to stay for a brief
     dedication and prayer walk through the new school!
     If you are interested in volunteering during one or all of these activities, please contact me at (325) 660-
5017 or at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgate.org or by writing a note on your Welcome Card. — Amy Wilson Feltz



   Children’s Ministry: Back to School Blessing

Men’s Ministry: Batters Up!

     Backpacks. They are a big deal. From the time we pick out their 
first diaper bag till we send them to college, picking out the perfect 
backpack is a big part of the back-to-school ritual. At Aldersgate, we 
want to send all of our kids, from babies to college students, back to 
school with a prayer of blessing. We also want to give you a luggage 
tag to stick on that bag so everyone knows it’s yours! We hope those 
little luggage tags will be a reminder of who YOU belong to while you 
are at school. On Sunday, August 23, please bring your backpack with 
you to the early service at 9:00 a.m., and we will pray over each one 
of you to have a successful year and give you a luggage tag to hang on 
your bag.  If you forget your bag, no big deal! We’ll still send you home 
with a tag. 
    After the 9:00 a.m. service, we will go to the Fellowship Hall for 
breakfast, and then we can all walk over to McMurry for their 
Welcome Week Chapel at 11:00 a.m. We hope to see all of you on 
Sunday, August 23, for a great start to our school year! — Alayana Brooks

    This Fall, Aldersgate is starting a Men’s Softball Team. Participants must be 
finished with high school or be at least 18 years old. Games will be played on 
Monday nights, beginning September 14th. The cost is $50, which includes 
team and player dues, a jersey, team balls for practice and games, possibly a few 
bats, and practice field costs. The number of teams that sign up will determine 
the number of games. We are estimating about 10 games and then playoffs. 
    If you would like to be a part of the team, please grab a contract from the 
Welcome Center and fill it out. Return the contract and your entry fee to Scott 
Findley or Daniel Mathis today. If you would like more information, you also 
may mark your interest on your Welcome Card, or call us.
    We hope that this will be another way our community here at Aldersgate can 
grow closer in relationship with one  another. — Scott Findley (325-370-2502) 
& Daniel Mathis (325-370-5223)

UMW: Abilene District Annual Meeting
The Abilene District of the Northwest Texas United Methodist Women 
will be having its annual meeting Saturday, August 15, at Bethel United 
Methodist Church (1102 N. Willis). All woman are welcome to come! 
Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. Childcare will be available. Please 
pack your child a snack and lunch. Flyers are available at the Welcome 
Center for more information.      



ALIVE in the Spirit: Unveiling Hope
Revelation 22:16-21

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Defining Hope

Choosing Revelation

“Come!” — Hope on the Move

Unveiling Hope

A Liturgy of Hope
 One: Come! Let all those who hear, say:
 All: Come!
 One: Let those who are thirsty come.
 All: Let all those who wish, take the free gift of the water of life.
 One: He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
 All: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.



   Today marks the last Sunday at Aldersgate for two very special people within 
our community: Sabrina Wegner and Stephanie Martin. I hope you have had the 
privilege of meeting these young women over the past few years. Both Stephanie 
and Sabrina have committed to Aldersgate in various ways, especially to the college 
ministry. 
  Sabrina moved to Abilene from Midland in 2009 when she started her 
undergraduate work at McMurry. She attended The Journey and now Aldersgate 
and faithfully volunteers in the youth ministry each week. Sabrina has concluced 
her Masters of Marriage and Family Therapy at ACU and will start PhD work at 
Louisiana Monroe in just a few weeks. 
       Stephanie Martin is a native of Cheyenne, Wyoming, who graduated from ACU 
in December with a Bachelor of Arts degree in biochemistry. If you frequently listen 
to NPR, you may have heard her voice delivering the weather report. Stephanie has 
attended Aldersgate since the end of her freshman year and chose to do so because 
of Aldersgate Alive. Stephanie served within our mission field as she could and also 
helped with VBS just a few months ago. She will be moving to California this week 

and will begin working on her Professional Science Master’s degree in biotechnology at the University of 
San Francisco.  
     If you see either of them today, make sure to give them a hug, thank them for their contribution to 
Aldersgate, and wish them well on their next chapter in life. We certainly will miss them both!
               — Kyle Watson

      If you ever have visited a church for the first time, you know that it can feel like walking into someone 
else’s family reunion. It seems like everyone knows each other. People swap stories and share about the 
ministries of the church like everyone knows what is going on. We recognize this, and we want to make 
sure that you not only feel welcomed but that you 
have an opportunity to learn about this family 
that we call Aldersgate. On Sunday, August 
16, at 10:05 a.m., you are invited to attend 
Aldersgate 101. Join the pastors and staff in the 
patio room for conversation and breakfast. This 
is for those of you who want to learn about the 
mission of Aldersgate, our mission field, church 
membership, and ways to plug in with the various 
ministries offered. This is also an opportunity for 
pastors and staff to meet and learn a little more 
about you! We know that visiting a new church 
can be a little intimidating, and this is one way 
we want to reach out to help. We hope you take a 
chance by reaching out as well! — Jessica Watson

Connections: Aldersgate 101

College Ministry: Sending Out Deeply Devoted Disciples

Sabrina Wegner

Stephanie Martin



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                       8.2.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week (7.29-8.3)= $14,323.82
Received This Month-to-Date = $7,834.10
Received Year-to-Date = $467,827.44
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $29,117.20
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $63,326.08

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 173
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 161 

Total Worship Service Attendance = 334                       
 Sunday school = 154

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare 
is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family of Jean Shoultz upon 
her death on August 1, 2015 and to Bera Johnson and family upon the 
death of her brother George Spann on August 5.



We invite you to 
read Eat This Book: 
A Conversation in 
the Art of Spiritual 
Reading by Eugene 
H. Peterson. If you 
would like a copy, 
please call the church office at 
672-7893, or make a note on the 
Welcome Card, and we will order 
a copy for you. The price is $15. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:     Revelation 22:16-21 
Mon:   Romans 5:1-11
Tue:     Hebrews 6:1-20
Wed:   2 Corinthians 1:7-11
Thur:   Romans 12:9-21          
Fri:      1 Timothy 4:1-16 
Sat:      Romans 15:1-13 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:    1 Corinthians 15-16 
Mon:   2 Corinthians 1-4
Tue:     2 Corinthians 5-9
Wed:   2 Corinthians 10-13
Thur:  Acts 20:1-3, Romans 1-3
Fri:      Romans 4-7
Sat:       Romans 8-10
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

    The morning of August 23rd is going to be a very special day 
in the life of our congregation. Students, teachers, and staff from 
the Abilene Independent School District and all of the colleges in 
town will begin their school year on the 24th.  Our own Aldersgate 
Academy will begin two weeks later. The day has been planned with 
all of these beginnings in mind. That morning, we will have one 
worship service at 9 a.m. in the sanctuary, during which we will invite 
all the children to bring their backpacks as we pray for them and send 
them out into their new school year and mission field. We also will 
pray, bless, and commission the teachers of our Aldersgate Academy, 
our Sunday School teachers, the teachers of Bowie Elementary, and 
any schoolteacher, professor, or staff member of AISD or Abilene’s 
colleges who call Aldersgate home. Each of them will be given a small 
gift to remind them of that moment of blessing by our congregation 
to go and to be all that God needs and wants them to be with all of 
the new neighbors they are about to encounter.  
       We will also have a special guest speaker during the service, Steve 
Winger, aka the Juggler for Jesus! Steve is an amazing, world-class 
juggler, and he weaves his skill of juggling with masterful storytelling 
to communicate the deep realties God and the Gospel. You, your 
children, and your grandchildren will not want to miss this.  Invite 
all your friends! It is going to be a very special time of worship.
     After worship, Sunday School will be suspended to allow everyone 
to gather in the Fellowship Hall for a celebration breakfast. All 
the food will be provided. Fruit, doughnuts, all kinds of breakfast 
burritos, juice and coffee will be served.
    After breakfast, at approximately 10:45 am, we will all head 
over to McMurry University to Radford Auditorium and join the 
students, faculty and staff for Welcome Week Chapel. The Rev. Jeff 
Lust, the new university chaplain, will be preaching. Suspending 
our contemporary service to attend Welcome Week Chapel is a way 
for us to show that McMurry University and our relationship with 
everyone across the street are deeply important.  
     August 23rd is going to be a great day for Aldersgate as we focus 
in on the various aspects of our mission field. Grace and Peace!                                       — Pastor Steve

 Back-to-School Blessing +
 Celebration Breakfast 

Sunday 8.23.15


